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SUB J : RHODESIA: DREAMING OF WHITE CHRISTMASES 

REF: PRETORIA 4746 

1. RECENT WEEKS HAVE SEEN INCREASING VOLUBLE GRUMBLINGS ON 
PART OF CONSERVATIVE RHODESIAN WHITES. CONCERN IS THAT SOME- 
HOW PRIME MINISTER MSITH WILL BETRAY THEIR INTERESTS IN 
CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH NKOMO. APPREHENSION CONTINUES DES- 
PITE SMITH'S STATEMENT ( REFTEL) TO THODESIAN SENATE DEC. 9 
THAT ANY SOLUTION BASED ON IMMEDIATE MAJORITY RULE IS 
UNACCEPTABLE. 

2. FAR-RIGHT GROUPS HAVE ORGANIZED RECENT MEETINGS IN 
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SALISBURY AND OTHER RHODESIAN CITIES TO WARN SMITH 
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AGAINST "SELL-OUT". AT SALISBURY MEETING. DEC. 16, 
APPROXIMATELY 1.000 WHITES HEARD SPEAKERS OF CANDOUR 
LEAGUE, UNITED CONSERVATIVE PARTY, RHODESIAN NATIONAL 
PARTY AND SOUTHERN AFRICAN SOLIDARITY CONFERENCE (SASCON) 
ASSERT THAT THERE CAN BE "NO ACCOMMODATION WITH TERRORISTS 
AND COMMUNISTS". MEETING UNANIMOUSLY PASSED RESOLUTION 
CALLING ON GOVERNMENT TO SUBMIT ANY NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 
TO WHITE VOTERS FOR REFERENDUM. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO APPREHENSION, 

RHODESIAN FRONT MP'S, TAKING PAINS TO REASSURE WHITES. 

IN VARIOUS CHRISTMASTIME LETTERS TO THEIR CONSTITUENTS 
MP'S HAVE REASSERTED SMITH S NO SELL-OUT STAND. MINISTER 
OF LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES, MARK PARTRIDGE, WROTE IN 
HIS LETTER THAT " AS YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT I WILL NOT BE 
PARTY TO ANY CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES THAT GIVE CONTROL IN 
THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE TO AN AFRICAN MAJORITY". 

4. IN HIS YEAR-END REPORT RF BACKBENCHER DR. COLIN BARLOW 
SAID THAT GOVERNMENT "HAPPY TO NEGOTIATE FROM POSITION OF 
STRENGTH... WE ARE NOT, HOWEVER, PREPARED TO GIVE UP THE 
REINS OF GOVERNMENT TO AN UNSOPHISTICATED SOCIETY PURELY 
FOR THE SAKE OF EXPEDIENCY." INTERESTINGLY, BARLOW TOLD 
HIS CONSTITUENTS THAT GOVERNMENT, MOVING AHEAD WITH PLAN 
TO DIVIDE NATION INTO THREE PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
UNITS. ONE WHITE AND TWO BLACK, AND THAT A "EUROPEAN 
PROVINCIAL COUNCIL WILLBE SET UP AS SOON AS IT 
PRACTICABLE". 

5. COMMENT: SUCH IS THE MORASS OF REASSURING RHETORIC 
IT IS DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE WHAT THE REAL 
POSITIONS ARE WITHIN RHODESIAN FRONT. 

HOWEVER, PAT BASHFORD, PRESIDENT OF RELATIVELY LIBERAL, 
MULTI-RACIAL CENTRE PARTY, TOLD RHODESIAN HERALD THAT 
MORE THAN A THIRD OF RHODESIA FRONT STRONGLY OPPOSED TO 
SETTLEMENT AND THAT PRIME MINISTER SMITH WOULD HAVE TO 
BREAK WITH THIS RIGHT WING TO REACH SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD 
BE ACCEPTABLE TO AFRICAN NATIONALISTS. BASHFORD QUOTED 
AS DOUBTING SMITH'S ABILITY OR WILLINGNESS TO DO SO AND 
SAYING THAT "OUR ONLY HOPE LIES IN THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
MR. DAVID SMITH WILL ASSERT HIMSELF AND TRY TO FORM A 
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GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNITY". DAVID SMITH IS CURRENTLY 
RHODESIAN MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. BASHFORD'S STATEMENT 
IS FIRST INDICATION WE HAVE THAT STRONG DIFFERENCES EXIST 
BETWEEN THE TWO SMITHS. ON THE OTHER HAND, BASHFORD MAY 
SIMPLY BE ENGAGING IN WISHFUL THINKING. 
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